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DETAILED ACTION

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the
manner in which the invention was made.

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35

U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows:

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art.
2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue.
3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art.
4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness
or nonobviousness.
3. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the

claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c)

and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a).
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4. Claims 1-6 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brezmes
(EP2189915 provided by Applicant) further in view of Delidais: 20110314491.
5. Regarding claim 1, 4
Bre teaches:
An information providing system and method comprising:
a sound emission/reception device and method, adapted to emit/receive, as a
sound wave, identification information modulated to/from a sound signal (Bre: [ 45-56;
Fig 1: services table formatted as embedded data upon broadcast signal 108 as a service
identity code);
an identification information resolution server that is connected to an information
communication network and includes a mapping table (Bre: | 85-87; Fig 2: service
provider 101 comprising application server 102 bearing mapped services table 103) in
comprising:
identification information (Bre: q 40-53; Fig 1, 2: service table comprises
identification codes and address information type actions),
validity information which indicates a range of valid information in the form of
the first 9 digits of the identification information (Bre:  56-66: 2 check digits reference,
check and potentially even correct the 9 identifier digits) and
address information of a content corresponding to the identification information

are stored to be associated with each other (Bre:  40-53; Fig 1, 2); and
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a mobile terminal device that includes a sound pickup unit, adapted to pick up the
sound wave emitted from the sound emission device (Bre: { 50-56; Fig 1: mobile client
105; demodulates audio input and embedded codes),

a demodulation unit, adapted to demodulate the identification information from
the picked up sound wave (Bre:  50-56),

an identification information resolution unit, adapted to transmit the demodulated
identification information to the identification information resolution server and thus
acquire the address information (Bre: { 45-56; Fig 1, 2: codes demodulated at the mobile
client access mapped data upon an application server functional to provide and bill
particular mapped services), and

a network access unit, adapted to access the content by using the acquired address
information (Bre: q §9-93: an identity code provided by a mapped services table executed
upon server 102 and/or gateway 104 to deliver the particular mapped service or mapped
media to the client device),

wherein the identification information resolution server (Bre: | 89-93: server 102
in concert with gateway 104)

receives the identification information from the mobile terminal device (Bre: Fig
2),

refers to the mapping table using the identification information (Bre:  89-93) and

returns the address information of a corresponding content to the mobile terminal
device (Bre: 86) when the time information is within the range of valid time indicated by

the valid time information.



Application/Control Number: 14/110,069 Page 5
Art Unit: 2656

Bre at least suggests “a range of valid time,” in the form of a billing cycle (Bre: q
44-46, 72). Brezmes thus strongly suggests but does not explicitly teach the use of time
data as an indicator of command validity within the taught mapping table.

In a related field of endeavor Del teaches:

A system and method for rewarding user behavior comprising allowing a user to
establish timing identification upon a return channel of a media delivery (Del: Abstract)
in a manner sufficient reward user activation of a particular service borne upon a mapped
data table and thereby to provide timing data in a particular validity range. (Del: § 39-44;
Fig 3: advertiser identification comprising trigger parameters such as time and date
function to map particular user response information to actions taken upon server within
a particular time validity window.) It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in
the art at the time of the invention to reward user behavior in the manner taught by Del
using the Bre taught structures and methods. The average skilled practitioner would have
been motivated to do so for the purpose of establishing a loyalty or other user services
policies at a radio station, broadcaster etc. and would have expected predictable results
therefrom.

6. Regarding claim 2

Bre in view of Del teaches or suggests:

An information providing system and method comprising:

a sound emission/reception device and method, wherein the sound
emission/reception device is a broadcasting receiving device, the sound wave is

transmitted from a broadcasting station, as a sound wave in a broadcasting program or
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promo, and the identification information resolution server identifies address information
for accessing a content relating to the program or promo, based on the received
identification information (Bre: Fig 1, 2); (Del: Fig 1).
7. Regarding claim 3

Bre in view of Del teaches or suggests:

An information providing system and method comprising:

a sound emission/reception device and method wherein the time information
indicates at least one of

time at which the identification information resolution server receives the
identification information (Bre: { 78-83),

time at which the sound pickup unit of the mobile terminal device picks up the
sound wave,

time at which the demodulation unit of the mobile terminal device demodulates
the identification information and

time at which the identification information resolution unit of the mobile terminal
device transmits the identification information to the identification information resolution
server (Del: 4 39-44).

8. Regarding claim 7, 8

Bre in view of Del teaches or suggests:

An information providing system and method wherein the identification
information resolution server replies to indicate that the identification information is

invalid when the time information is out of the range of valid time indicated by the valid
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time information. However Examiner takes official notice that it was well known in the
art at the time of the instant application to perform verification of accounts or entry
validity and to return invalidity information to notify a user when an account had expired,
a coupon was no longer valid and/or when an entry such as that of Deldias was not
performed in an allotted time window. As such it would have been obvious to inclusion
generative of none other than predictable results. (see at least Gupte: 20060282864 q 181

server returns a “failed” message when an account cannot complete a transaction.)

Response to Arguments

0. Applicant's arguments filed 8/28/15 have been fully considered but they are not
persuasive. Applicant argues that the combination does not at least suggest the claim language
reciting:

“an identification information resolution server that is connected to an
information communication network and includes a mapping table in which the
identification information, valid time information, which indicates a range of valid time
of the identification information, and address information of a content corresponding to
the identification information are stored to be associated with each other.”

Examiner respectfully disagrees. In response please consider that Brezmes in view of
Delidais suggests a broadly reasonable interpretation of the instant claim recitations. Particularly
Brezmes teaches: a system and method for detecting user operation of a client device in a manner

suitable to determine diffused external audio signals and access a resolution server holding a
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services table which maps the determined signals to particular operations or instructions the
system and method comprising:

an identification information resolution server that is connected to an information
communication network and includes a mapping table (Bre: q 85-87; Fig 2), the mapping table
comprising at least:

identification information (Bre:  40-53; Fig 1, 2);

validity information which indicates a range of valid information in the form of
the first 9 digits of the identification information (Bre:  56-66: 2 check digits reference,
check and potentially even correct the 9 identifier digits)

and address information of a content corresponding to the identification

information are stored to be associated with each other (Bre: § 40-53; Fig 1, 2).

Brezmes discusses time bases and validity at least in the form of the detected tones
comprising a minimal appropriate length (Bre:  74) and Brezmes exposes the concept of a valid
time period, in as much as a billing cycle information is generated and the broadcast auxiliary
information can be imagined to be valid based on an accounting process that determines a
current paid state of an account (Bre: J 44-46, 72). In such a way a billing period can be
considered indicia suggesting “a range of valid time.” Thus Brezmes shows great concern for the
validity of an auxiliary information command in as much as a valid code or a correctable code is
one that can be subject to billing and expected to generate revenue. Brezmes strongly suggests
but does not explicitly teach the use of time data as an indicator of command validity within the
taught mapping table. Delidais adds valid time verification to the verification of services. (Del:

Abstract) showing that a certain code or command has a time window of validity in which it
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invokes a determined functionality, that of rewarding a user timing. (Del: { 38-44: Fig 3) Thus an
operation such as a user click within a valid time which the code of Bre or the icon of Del was
being displayed would suffice to show mapping of identification information, valid time
information and address information to a particular command or particular account procedure.
Further Brezmes in view of Deldias teaches that the timing information may be conveyed as
metadata bearing timing information for display of a triggering functionality of the billing
information. (Del: § 38-44) In this way Brezmes and Deldias teach or at least suggest
performance of the claim language of determining validity at a client, a server or a combination
thereof (Bre: q 85-87; Fig 2); (Del: q 20-23, 34-44; Fig 4, 5). As such Applicant’s arguments are

not persuasive and no claims are allowable.

Conclusion
10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's
disclosure.
20040088739 coupon with valid time window

8046257 electronic coupon expires after a valid time

11. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO

MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37

CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event,
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing

date of this final action.

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to PAUL MCCORD whose telephone number is (571)270-3701.
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM - 5:00PM EST.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, CURTIS KUNTZ can be reached on (571)272-7499. The fax phone number for the
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at §66-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/PAUL MCCORD/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2656
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